
Board of City Commissioners
Tyler Parkway – West Century Ave to Ash Coulee Drive
City of Bismarck Project HC 173

April 8, 2025
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Improve street and trail connectivity in NW Bismarck

Project has been supported in several planning studies
• 1996 Long Range Transportation Plan
• 2003 Fringe Area Road Master Plan
• 2011 NW Bismarck Subarea Study
• 2014 Fringe Area Road Masterplan
• 2020 Metropolitan Transportation Plan
• 2024 Metropolitan Transportation Plan

Improve emergency service response time



Existing Traffic and Trend Changes



Estimated Opening Day Traffic and 2050 Future Traffic



Speed Analysis

Two locations 
south of  

Valley Drive

• 25 mph posted speed limit
• >90% traveling higher than 

the posted speed limit

Two locations 
north of 

Cogburn Road

• 35 mph posted speed limit
• 85th Percentile speed 42 

mph
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Project Alternatives
Tyler Parkway Extension



Tyler Parkway Extension – Alternatives

Alternative A – No Build

• 36’ two-lane street section
• 10’ shared-use path
• Lighting
• Earthen embankment

Alternative B – 
Extend Tyler Parkway from Valley 

Drive to Cogburn Road

• Underpass or At-Grade Crossing
Pedestrian Crossing Option

at Tyler Coulee



Alternative B – Extend Tyler Parkway with Pedestrian Crossing Option



Proposed Typical Section (North of Tyler Coulee)

• Shared Use Path
• Lighting



Geotechnical Challenges – Tyler Coulee
 Weak Soils in bottom of Coulee
 Embankment Alternatives Studied

• Lightweight Fill (EPS Block)
• Lime Stabilization
• Granular Fill Import
• All treatment methods were cost prohibitive

 Easily Accessible Embankment Onsite (Most Cost-Effective Option)



Tyler Parkway Rendering - Looking East



Alternatives Considered
 Wildlife Crossings

• Typical on higher speed rural roadways
• Fencing required to funnel to crossing
• Will recreational demand and wildlife work together?

 Bridge 
• Higher upfront cost (Additional $6.0 Million to project)
• Long term maintenance costs of bridge
• Maintenance/Inspection/Design Life



Environmental Studies
 Wetland Delineation

• Wetlands delineated through the bottom of coulee
• Impacted wetlands will be mitigated.

 Cultural Resource Survey
• Class III Cultural Resource Survey 
• Submitted to SHPO, no sites affected by project.

 Noise Analysis
• Concerned expressed by public
• Noise increase would be minor
• More constant with increasing traffic
• Mitigation (noise walls) not practical



Traffic Calming Options
West Century Ave to Valley Drive



Option 1A – West Century Ave to Country West (No Improvements) 



Option 1B – West Century Ave to Country



Option 2A – Country West to Valley Drive (No Improvements)



Option 2B – Country West to Valley Drive



Option 2C – Country West to Valley Drive



Option 3 – Intersection Improvements at Country West Road

 No Improvements  Compact/Mini 
Roundabout

 Median Islands



Option 4 – Intersection Improvements at Valley Drive

 No Improvements  Compact/Mini 
Roundabout

 Median Islands



Public Engagement



Public Input Process

1
• Public Survey and Story Map  

November/December 2024

2
• Homeowner Stakeholder Meeting  

January 2025

3
• Public Input Meeting            

March 2025

4
• City Commission Decisions      

April 2025



Public Survey Data
 700 mailers were sent to area residents 
 Key Takeaways

• Increasing Traffic/Speeds/Safety
• Recreational Use/Trails
• Support and Opposition

 312 Responses to the Survey
 186 Written Comments



Public Input Meeting

 119 Members of the 
Public attended the 
Public Input Meeting 
on March 3rd

 700+ Postcards 
Invitations Sent to 
Area Residents

 Multiple Social Media 
and Public Notices

 47 Written Comments 
Submitted

 208 Responses to the 
Online Survey



Public Input Meeting
Survey Results
Regarding the Tyler Parkway Extension, which Alternative do you prefer for the project? 

 87% of respondents that live along Tyler Parkway selected Alternative A
 77% of respondents that live in NW Bismarck (outside of Tyler Parkway) selected Alternative B
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Public Input Meeting
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Project Costs



Build Alternative Costs

Total Project Costs - $14.32 to $16.54 million

Alternative B – Tyler Parkway Extension
Tyler Parkway Extension $14.32 to $14.53 Million
 Pedestrian Underpass Option $210,000

Option 1 & 2 – Traffic Calming
 $0 to $1.42 Million

Option 3 & 4 – Intersection Improvements
 $0 to $588,000

Funded by ½ 
Cent Sales Tax
No Special 

Assessments



2024

• Scoping Meeting
Early August 2024

1

2025 2026

Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

• Preliminary Engineering
August 2024 – March 2025

2

• Concept Approval
April 2025 - May 2025

4

• Final Design
June 2025 – October 2025

5

• Construction

Starting 2026 -2027

8

• Right of Way
August 2025 – September 2025

6

• Public Involvement
November 2024 – March 2025

3

• Bid Opening
November 2025

7

2025 2025 2025 2026 2026 2026

Project Schedule



Staff Input and Recommendations 
& Commission Decisions



Decision Items



Decision Items



Decision Items
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