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Franki, the
dog, relaxes
while
listening to a
story from a
new friend.

K

ids and dogs make quite the
team. This is very evident
at the Bismarck Public Library’s
B.A.R.K. program. B.A.R.K.
stands for Bismarck Animals
Reading with Kids.
According to Head of Youth
Services, Traci Juhala, the B.A.R.K.
program is offered two times a
year – spring and fall. The program
is usually offered on Monday
evenings and Thursday afternoons
and children are allowed to sign up
for two time slots each season. Each
time slot is 20 minutes long.

B.A.R.K. volunteer Joan Morton
has been bringing her dogs for the
B.A.R.K. program since it started
in 2011. Joan said the dogs must be
registered with a therapy group that
has insurance coverage. She said, “My
critters are registered with Love on a
Leash and also signed on with Reading
Education Assistance Dogs. R.E.A.D.
requires that you be registered with
one of the approved therapy groups
and you attend a workshop and/or
complete an online course.”
Morton said, “As a retired teacher, I
love staying in touch with kids and
continued on page 2
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hearing their enthusiasm for reading
to the dogs. The dogs do not judge the
kids on their reading skills and they
love listening and cuddling.”

Rikki, the dog, agrees the reading
is fun, but getting petted is fun
too!

Juhala said she likes the reading
aspect of the program and she also
likes the canine-human interaction
part of the program. She said, “Lots
of children are unable to have a dog
at home for various reasons, and this
program allows them to enjoy a little time
with a dog. Any positive interaction a
child has with a dog is great for the child,
and for the dog.”
Gina, mom to reader Jayde, agreed
that the B.A.R.K. program has a great

Thank you, Jan Schultz

Bookmark

Jan Schultz is saying farewell to the Library
Foundation, Inc. Board of Directors after serving
on the board for more than seven years. Thank
you, Jan, for your many years of service.

Best Buy Supports an Upgraded
Teen Center at the Library

Best Buy has awarded a $6,000 grant to the
Library Foundation, Inc. to be used for technology
in an updated teen center. Thank you for
supporting our teens!

Mom Ashley brings all three of her
children, Keaton, Ryland and Breynn, to
the program. She said her kids love the
different things the dogs do while they
read. Sometimes they sit up and listen and
sometimes they lie down and rest.
Ashley said, “For school, the kids have
to read every day. This is an easy and
fun way to get it done. Our dog at home
wouldn’t sit still for reading time so it’s
nice to come to the Library.”

Art Donated to the Library Foundation
A beautiful Ric
Sprynczynatyk
painting titled
“Bird Woman”
has been
donated to
the Library
Foundation for
display in the
Library by an
anonymous
donor. The
painting
portrays
Sacagawea
and her baby
Pomp and
hangs outside
the Gifted
Bean Coffee House.

Thank You Lion’s Club

A generous $1,000 donation from the Bismarck
Lion’s Club will allow the Library to purchase adult
Best Buy staff members Assistant Manager Justin Franchuk
large print books, juvenile large print books, Braille
(left) and General Manager Kenny Smithers (right) present
books, and keyboards with large font keys for the
the Best Buy check to Library Foundation Executive Director
Children’s Library.
Cameo Skager (center left) and Bismarck Public Library
Head of Youth Services Traci Juhala. Area teens serving on the
Teen Advisory Committee include (left to right) Annabelle,
Gabrielle, Alex, Katie, Sophee, Jarrett and Kileigh.
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impact. She said, “I think it’s good for
Jayde to connect and read to someone
else. Pets are soothing. They sit and
listen without judgment.”

What’s in the Missouri River Room?

H

ave you ever wondered what’s in
the Missouri River Room – in the
lower level of the Library? During a recent
training session by Head of Reference Kate
Waldera, the Library and Foundation staff
learned about all the historic items housed
in that room.

Copies of many North
Dakota Blue Books
(Legislative Manuals) are
housed in the Missouri
River Room, including one
dated 1897.

The room houses the Library’s
collection of rare books, along with
many Bismarck/Burleigh County
historic maps, old phone books, city
directories, and county histories.
Also included in the room are
several items about General George
Custer and a good size collection
of books about Lewis and Clark.
There also are files about the history of the
Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library,
books from North Dakota authors, and
paintings from North Dakota artists.
According to Waldera, the items most
requested for viewing by Library patrons are
older maps of the Bismarck area. She said,
“I find it interesting that many of the street
names were different than they are today.
Although some of the streets are the same,
some that have been renamed include Meigs,
Miller, Roy, Baker, and Prescott.”
Patrons also like to view old plat books and
city directories. Waldera said, “Anyone who
has a love of history would probably enjoy
looking through the old maps and
directories. It’s fun to find out

Historic maps of the city of
Bismarck are available for
use by the public, but must
be used within the Library.

The Missouri River Room houses the Library’s
collection of rare books, and historical books and maps.

about the history of your neighborhood and
your city.”
The oldest book in the room is an
autobiography of Ben Franklin, copyright
circa 1890. There also are some old city
directories from about 1878-1879.
None of the materials in the room can be
checked out, but they can be used in the
Library. To obtain a list of the Missouri
River Room rare books, patrons can use
the Library’s online catalog (classic search
version), click on the Numerical Search tab,
enter ‘rare book’ in the Dewey Call Numbers
search box, and press the Enter key. Specific
items also can be searched by subject or title.
Most items need to be handled while wearing
gloves so that finger oils do not transfer
onto the paper. To preserve the integrity of
the paper, old materials also should not be
photocopied. People can use their cell phone
or a camera without a flash to take a photo
of an item. Particularly delicate items are
housed in special archival ‘phase boxes’ or
boxes that fit the item almost like a glove to
support the spine and structure of the item.
If you have questions about rare books or
historic items, contact Kate Waldera at
355-1492 or stop by the Information Desk
when you visit the Library.
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Campaign to Build a New
Teen Center Underway

Youth Services. “Our new space will be
enclosed and will allow the teens to work
independently or in groups. They will
have a comfortable place to read, study,
and learn new technology skills. We are
very excited to provide this space just for
our teen patrons.”
The total budget for the teen center is
$350,000. To date, $120,000 has been
raised. The total includes two recent
grants – a $6,000 grant from Best Buy
and an $8,000 grant from the BismarckMandan Community Foundation.

T

A campaign brochure and a pledge
card have been prepared and will be
distributed to interested donors. Thank
you to Montana-Dakota Utilities, Co. for
printing the materials.

“Right now, our teens only have a
small open space with no privacy and
no ability to work in groups or hold
discussions,” said Traci Juhala, Head of

If you would like to learn more or are
interested in contributing to the teen
center campaign, contact the
Library Foundation, Inc. at
libraryfoundation@bismarcklibrary.org
or call 355-1494 (Cameo) or 355-1502
(Kristi).

he Library Foundation, Inc. has
been raising money to upgrade
the Library’s teen center. A formal
architect’s blueprint and renderings
have been completed and a budget has
been finalized.
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Who’s Who
The Library Foundation, Inc.
Board of Directors
President ............................................. Cynthia Norland
Vice President................................. Dick Weber
Secretary............................................... Jesse Sailer
Treasurer ............................................. William Pearce
Friends Rep. ..................................... Elizabeth Jacobs
Library Board Rep. ................... Michael Schaff
Directors
Bob Bartosh
Kathy Nordquist
Sheri Coleman
Kristi Paris
Greg Ellwein
Carol Russell
Carolyn Frank
Erik Sakariassen
Mary Maichel Guler
Patty Sandness
Tara Holt
Michael Schaff
Mike LaLonde
Joan Severin
Elizabeth Lucas
Helen Tracy
Thomas Mayer
				
Executive Director........................Cameo Skager
Administrative Assistant...... Kristi Simenson
Limited Edition Editor............. Cameo Skager

Library Board of Directors
Michael Schaff, President
Michael Fladeland, Vice President
Pat Grantier
Joyce Hinman
David Ripley

Support your Community by
Supporting the Library!
The Library Foundation, Inc. offers several different ways to
support the Library. All memberships are tax deductible. Use
the membership envelope inserted in this newsletter and start
your legacy of Library support. To view membership perks,
visit bismarcklibrary.org, click on ‘Support the Library,’ then
‘Bismarck Library Foundation.’ Help the Bismarck Veterans
Memorial Public Library remain an amazing place in our
community.

Like Bismarck Veterans Memorial
Public Library on

Facebook

Want to find out what is coming up at the Library, or what
events the Foundation is hosting?
Like the Library on Facebook to stay up to date about
what’s happening!

Library Director...............................Christine Kujawa
Library Assistant Director....Elizabeth Jacobs

The Limited Edition
is published twice
per year by the
Library Foundation, Inc. This newsletter is mailed
or emailed to all donors and others concerned
about the continued growth and enhancement of
Library services. If you would like to be added
to the mailing list, please email the Foundation at
libraryfoundation@bismarcklibrary.org or call
355-1494.

Sign up to have your
newsletter emailed!

If you would prefer to have your
newsletter emailed to you, please
send your email address to
ksimenson@bismarcklibrary.org
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The Library Foundation, Inc. Donors

The Library Foundation, Inc., gratefully acknowledges gifts from the following
supporters received between May 2, 2015 and November 30, 2015.

Novel Club
Members

Sheri & Barry Coleman
Mary Maichel Guler &
Gerald Guler
Dr. George Mizell &
Dr. Cheryl Huber
Kristi & Jack Paris
Jeffrey & Laura Rust

Gold Card
Members

Fred Anstrom
Myron Atkinson
Maggie Barth
Carla Bender, Cal’s Car Clinic
David Blackstead
Sylvia Burgess
Janis Cheney
Betsy Dalrymple
Carolyn Frank
Dr. Walter Frank
Debra Gallagher
Judge Benny Graff
Donna Hamar
Bryce Hill
Joyce Hinman
Michelle Hintz
Juanita Hocking
Judd Holt
Tara Holt
Chuck Iten
Diane Jones
Maury Kamins, Western
Steel & Plumbing
Cindy K. Kavlie
Rita Kelly
Christine Kujawa
Betty Mills
Lois Neff
Kathleen Nordquist
Cynthia Norland
William Pearce
Helen Risen
Kathleen Risch
Eileen Mack Rouse
Carol Russell
John Sagsveen
Erik Sakariassen

John Sakariassen
Patty Sandness
Kim Schaff
Don Schmid
Nadeane Silbernagel
Sue Sorlie
Dwight Tober
Daniel Vondrachek
Curt Walth, Starion Financial
Dick Weber
Susan Wefald
Don Weisz, Weisz & Sons, Inc.
Mona Ziegler

Ben Franklin
100 Club Members

Bob & Gladys Bain
Bob & Debra Bartosh
Fay & Gerald Behm
David & Sue Bickel
William & Susan Bicknell
Bismarck Doll Friends
David Bliss
Bryant Clinic of Chiropractic
Bill & Dina Butcher
Capital Credit Union
Dr. Thomas & Marilyn
Christianson
Jim Christianson
Char McLaughlin & Jim Conley
Fay & Lynn Connell
John & Hannelore Davis
Mike & Shawn Deisz
Warren & Eileen Dekrey
Beth & Keith Demke
Lewis & Karen Dendy
Dr. Stan & Peggy Diede
Bob & Pam Eastgate
Dr. Marcus & Margaret 		
Fiechtner
Dr. David & Sherri Field
Fireside Office Products
Michael & Dianne Fladeland
Marilyn Foss
Doug & Vicky Friez
Pam Girard
Drs. Ernie & Carolyn Godfread
Marvin & Pat Hager
Dr. Donald & Marlene Hastings
James & Connie Hildebrand

Dr. James & Elizabeth Hughes
Johnsen Trailer Sales, Inc.
Dr. Marlin J. Johnson
George & Janet Jury
M. Peggy Kaldahl
Joan Klemer
Cathy & Terry Kristensen
Mike & Karen LaLonde
Craig & Shelley Larson
Dr. Gordon & Jackie Leingang
Elizabeth Lucas
Sharyl Maier
Thomas & Jan Mayer
Midcontinent Communications
Brent & Betty Montgomery
Kent & Jane Morrow
Cynthia & Robert Norland
Norene Olson
Pallet Depot, LLC
Kirk & Nancy Pandolfo
William & Ann Pearce
Petro-Hunt, LLC
Fletcher & Helen Poling
Kris Todd-Reisnour &
George Reisnour
David & Sarah Ripley
Burt & Margo Riskedahl
William & Melvina Rogers
James & Ellen Rouse
Ryan Chrysler Dodge
Jeep of Bismarck
Cody & Jesse Sailer
Kevin & Cheryl Sailer
Rob Schaner
Jan Schultz
Seifert Electric
Irvin & Marsha Smith
Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Sandi Tabor
Harlan & Kathryn Ternes
Arla R. Teske
Thomas & Sharon Tudor
The Honorable Gerald W. 		
Vandewalle
Dr. Charles & Joyce Volk
Jim & Pamela Vukelic
Curt & Bev Walth
Luke Weinberg
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich
Woodmansee’s Inc.

General Fund
Donations

Aetna, Inc.
Space Aliens
Cynthia Norland
Dr. Nowarat Songsirdej
Robert & Linda Tonolli

Endowment Gifts
Orville & Kathleen Eide
Charles & Carol Iten

Memorials to the
Endowment Fund

In Memory of Alexandra
“Sacha” Boon
Joel Boon
In Memory of Patrick O’Brien
Kent G. Ellis
In Memory of Dr. John &
Jane Lauer
William & Nancy Henke
Tom & Jan Mayer
John Sakariassen
In Memory of Dr. John Lauer
Gayle & Larry Schuck
Dr. Charles & Joyce Volk
In Memory of O.S. Sid Soma
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
In Memory of Dr. Scott Girard
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
In Memory of Ellen Carlson
Michelle Sletten

Special Purpose Gifts
Bismarck Lions Charities, Inc.

In-Kind Gift

Midcontinent Communications

Grants

MDU Resources Foundation

Teen Center Gifts
Best Buy Foundation

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If you find an error in our list, please bring it to our attention.
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Leaving a Legacy for the Library

D

ick Weber is a very busy man. He
is involved in many charitable
organizations and has been for most of
his life. He has served on many boards
of directors, including the BismarckMandan Symphony Orchestra, Bismarck
Hospital/Medcenter One, Dakota West
Arts Council, American Red Cross and
the West Central Human Service Center
Advisory Board. He is a dedicated
Library Foundation board member,
having served on the board for more than
10 years. He is a member of the Friends
of the Library and also served on the
Library Board of Trustees for six years.
Dick says his parents were always
volunteering for things that mattered
to them and so he was always taught to
give back. He never questioned that a
good portion of his life would be about
service to others. He said, “I’ve always
believed in what is now called ‘paying
it forward.’ As a society, we have an
obligation to give back for what has
been given to us. I believe we have
an obligation to serve in a volunteer
capacity with nonprofits. The nonprofit
world is essential.”
Dick remembers when he first fell in
love with books and libraries. He said,
“My love of books and libraries began
when I was in country school. In the
fourth grade, my teacher asked me to be
the school librarian. I got to put away
the books in alphabetical order when
kids brought them back. I’ve loved
books ever since then.”
Dick’s long-lasting love of books and
libraries is what led him to volunteer
with the Library and the Foundation.
Because of this love, he wanted to leave
a legacy to the Library so he added

a bequest to the Bismarck Library
Foundation, Inc. in his will.
Dick encourages others to add a
bequest to their will for charities that
matter to them. He said, “Legacy
gifts are very important for nonprofit
organizations. My choice of legacy
gifts is based on my involvement
with organizations. I want to help
guarantee the organization will be able
to continue its activities into the future.
I believe the money I leave will make
a large impact. Others can have that
satisfaction too. They should talk to
their lawyer or financial counselor and
set up a legacy gift.”
Dick added, “People should support
the nonprofits they love. Of course, I
think the Bismarck Library Foundation
is a great charity to support. We do
so much to help the Library – so the
Library can continue to serve the people
of Bismarck and Burleigh County,
providing a place for children and
adults to read, learn and grow.”

515 North 5th Street
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501-4081

Foundation Helps to Sponsor Summer Reading Programs
With grant assistance from several companies and organizations, the Library Foundation, Inc. helped to sponsor
both the Children’s and Teens’ Summer Reading Programs. Both programs were great successes. The Children’s
program, with the theme of “Every Hero Has a Story,” had 236 registered, active participants ages birth through
fifth grade. Those busy readers collectively read 388,408 minutes – that’s 6,473 hours. Target sponsored prizes,
which were given to children who reached various minute totals throughout the summer. The biggest readers made
it to the 5,000 minute level; 19 children in all reached that goal. They were entered in a drawing for grand prizes
from American Bank Center. Along with the reading events, the Library (with financial support from the Bismarck
Fortnightly Club) held a magic show with illusionist Jeff Quinn. There was a combined attendance of nearly 800 at
all of the Summer Reading Program events.

Illusionist Jeff Quinn entertains Bismarck children
participating in the Library’s Summer Reading Program.
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The Teens’ program, using the adult’s theme of “Escape the
Ordinary,” had 100 registered participants from grades six to
12. Summer intern, college senior Abby Kopp, organized and
hosted several events for teens throughout the summer, and she
monitored reading progress, as well. Basin Electric sponsored prizes
for reading levels, Scheels offered gift cards, and Raging Rivers
Water Park provided passes as prizes for special events. The teens
read a total of 166,134 minutes – 2,769 hours. Some of the special
programs teens participated in during the summer were a Library
scavenger hunt in June and a Video Game Tournament in July.
Overall, there were six special events held just for teens.

