
Library lovers once again enjoyed a 
night of art, trivia, snacks, and good 

laughs at The Art of Books. The event was 
held in the Library on April 27 with a large 
crowd attending.

Twenty local artists produced works of art 
that were inspired by books and literature 
– including some classics like 1984, 
Slaughterhouse Five, Black Beauty, and 
The Old Man and the Sea. Art ranged from 
paintings and ink drawing to photographic 
light art and sculptures made from pieces 
of books. Guests at the event snacked on 
pizza, chocolates, nuts, and 
popcorn, 
sampled 
several 
different 
wines, 
savored coffee 
from the 
Gifted Bean 
Coffee House, 
and enjoyed 
locally-brewed 
Buffalo 
Commons beer.

The book-related art was 
admired by the event 
attendees and many of 
those who bid were 
fortunate enough to 
take home the one-
of-a-kind art pieces. 

Several lucky folks 
were the winners of 
door prizes donated 
by supporters of the 

Foundation – 
from gift baskets to photo prints.

A new part of the event was the Art Walk 
– guests were able to take a stroll around 
the Library and view art by several North 
Dakota artists that is on permanent display.

Laura Rysavy entertained 
the crowd with a mind-
stretching round of 
trivia. Teams were again 
encouraged to buy 
“Lifesaver” cards. The 
cards were used to ask 
the team of Librarians for 
their answers. The power 
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Thank you, Greg Ellwein
Greg Ellwein has stepped down from the 
Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. Board of 
Directors after serving since 2013. During his 
time on the board, Greg served as Secretary. 
Thank you so much to Greg for his years of 
service to the Foundation. As his last official 
act, Greg even recruited a new board member 
to fill his spot!

Welcome New Board Members
Hello and welcome to our two new board 
members, Peter Smith and Nancy Spilde.

Peter was born and raised in Bismarck, is 
married and has three wonderful kids. Peter 
works for Gate City Bank. He says, “We home- 
school our children, and so naturally we find 
ourselves at the library quite frequently. It’s one 
of the few errands that the kids all enjoy!”

Nancy has lived in Bismarck with her husband, 
Steve, since 1978. They have two adult 
children; Tony and Katherine. Tony and his 
wife, Rachel, have two children, William 
and Genevieve. Nancy worked in nursing 
for 40 years, retiring in 2013. She started 
the Continence Management Program at 

MidDakota Clinic. Nancy says, “I love reading, 
always have, and the library has been a source 
of reading and audio materials for me, as 
well as providing hours of enjoyment for my 
children and now grandchildren.”
  

Thank you to the Fredrikson &  
Byron Foundation
The Fredrikson & Byron Foundation continued 
their support of the Library Foundation with a 
$1,000 sponsorship of the Pearce Award and a 
$2,000 unrestricted grant. Thank you!

Thank you to the Leach Foundation 
The Leach Foundation has provided a $3,000 
grant to support the Children’s Summer 
Reading Program and the Teen Summer 
Reading Program. Making sure kids and teens 
continue reading over the summer is very 
important to their continued success in school.

Thank you, MDU
Thank you to MDU for the donation of gift items 
that we shared with Library staff members 
during our annual Employee Appreciation 
Luncheon.

of the Librarians 
ruled the day again 
as the winning team 
did use two Lifesaver 
cards, which helped 
them claim victory.

Thank you to all who 
attended and to all 
our volunteers who 
helped make the 
evening a success.

Art of Books Cont. from page 1

Page 2 



Wezelman Family honored with 
the Pearce Award
The Wezelman Family includes Sol and Sybil 
Wezelman, their son, Ira, and their daughter, 
Joy. All the family members have been avid 
users of the Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public 
Library, and supporters of the Bismarck Library 
Foundation and the Friends of the Bismarck 
Library.

Sol grew up in Omaha, Nebraska, as the 
eighth of nine children. He attended Creighton 
University and then the University of Missouri. 
With his first wife, Natalie, Joy’s mother, he 
moved to Bismarck in 1947 intending to work 
for only one year at the North Dakota Insurance 
Department as an assistant actuary. He was 
offered a job with Basin Electric and worked in 
the Provident Life building for 30 years until 
his retirement when he turned 65. Intending 
to stay in Bismarck for only one year, he has 
actually stayed for 71+ years. As he says, “I was 
the longest temporary resident to Bismarck but 
don’t regret it a bit.”

Sybil Sloven grew up in Bismarck and used 
the Carnegie Library quite a bit as a young girl. 
She attended UCLA and studied to become 
a dietitian. She moved around a bit and was 
living in Minneapolis when she came home on 
vacation and she and Sol decided to marry in 
1966 when Joy was a senior in high school. She 
has volunteered for the Friends of the Library, 
working the book sales many times. Together, 
Sol and Sybil had a son in 1969 named Ira. Ira 
came to the Library a lot when he was young 
and learned to read a bit. He still loves to pick 
out and buy books at the Library book sales. 
Sybil has been a very strong advocate for the 
developmentally disabled. The whole family had 
been instrumental in the ARC lawsuit years ago.

Joy Wezelman remembers being an avid user 
of the old Carnegie Library and because her 
mother Natalie read a lot, so did Joy. Joy has 
many connections to the Library – she was 
on the Library Board of Trustees, and has 
been involved with the Foundation and the 
Friends of the Library through the years. Joy 
made a special donation to the Library of 
the Encyclopedia Judea, after the old copies 
became worn.

She says her family has used all parts of the 
Library – from her studying here for her law 
exams to her father coming in every day after 
he retired to read the Wall Street Journal.

Sol said, “I’ve seen the Library grow through 
the years and it has changed greatly from its 
early years. I would stop by on my walk to 
and from work almost every day to read the 
financial newspapers and magazines. The 
Library is a wonderful asset to the city and 
sadly so many others don’t realize it or make 
use of it. Compared to so many other libraries, 
ours is a “gem!”  

Library Director Christine Kujawa has fond 
memories of Sol bringing treats to the Library 
staff every week. She said, “For several years 
Mr. Wezelman brought in cookies for the staff 
to have for their morning break. He’d stop 
over at the Information Desk every Tuesday 
morning, which happened to be my shift, hand 
the cookies to me and say, ‘You know what 
to do...’ and then wink at me. Then he’d head 
over to the newspapers to catch up on news. 
It’s really a testament to his character, that his 
family would not only make very generous 
major donations, but that he would also do 
something so kind for us on a ‘smaller level.’ 
It really meant a lot to all of us, especially the 
staff who worked on Tuesday mornings because 
they got to eat the cookies!”

The Bismarck Library 
Foundation Pearce Award 
recognizes and honors 
a community member 
who has made significant 
contributions to achieve 
the mission of The Library 
Foundation. This award 
is open to any past or 
present Bismarck native, 
resident or business, 
who has made significant 
financial, volunteer and/or 
inspirational contributions 
to the Bismarck Veterans 
Memorial Public Library 
or the Foundation. It is the 
Foundation’s highest award. 

Joy Wezelman receives the 2017 Pearce Award from 
Dick Weber, immediate past president of the Bismarck 
Library Foundation.

continued on page 4
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Library uses Foundation grant for 
many new items
The Library Foundation once again granted 
money to the Library for 2018. The Library 
was able to use the granted dollars for several 
items that wouldn’t normally be covered in the 
Library’s budget. 

Included in the items purchased were:

• A board games collection – available for 
checkout. Lora Rose, Head of Technical 
Services, noticed that there seemed to be 
an unmet community need for people who 
enjoy board games. Wow – was she correct! 
With nearly 100 games purchased, the 
shelf is almost always close to empty. This 
collection is extremely popular and a great 
addition to our Library.

• Additional Digital Audio Books – these can 
be checked out online through the Library’s 
website.

• An annual subscription to the BookPage 
publication.

• New square wooden study tables.
• Updated signage throughout the Library – 
The new signs are eyecatching and colorful 
and work well with the Library’s new logo. 
Take a look around at the new signs next 
time you stop by the Library. 

• Kid-friendly Binge Boxes – Binge Boxes 
are another new and very popular addition 
to the Library’s collection – they contain 
several DVDs of movies or shows – all from 
a related subject. For example, several

The Foundation is so proud and happy to be 
able to support the Library and its patrons. 
Working 
together, 
we are able 
to provide 
needed 
resources 
for our 
community. 

Wezelman Family honored Cont. from page 3

Indeed, Sol remembers his kind gesture as well. 
He said, “When I could no longer walk to the 
Library, I had a special parking place and the 
ladies, seeing me come in, would have my papers 
ready for me to read. Of course, I’d be bringing 
the cookies to them every Tuesday. Now, 
however, I rarely leave my home at Touchmark. 
As I age, my mind is willing to travel but my 
body isn’t. And, of course, I miss my visits to the 
Library.”

Sol will be celebrating his 100th birthday in 
about three months!

Thank you to the Wezelman Family for their 
many years of service, dedication, and generosity 
to the Bismarck Public Library. 

(Thank you to Joy Wezelman, Mary Jane 
Schmaltz and Christine Kujawa for providing 
information for this article.)

movies all 
starring Clint 
Eastwood, or several 
movies all about dogs. The Foundation was 
able to sponsor several of the boxes that are 
specifically for children.
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The Limited Edition  
is published twice  
per year by the 
Bismarck Library 
Foundation, Inc. This 

newsletter is mailed or emailed to all donors and 
others interested in the continued growth and 
enhancement of Library services. If you would like 
to be added to the mailing list, please email the 
Foundation at libraryfoundation@bismarcklibrary.
org or call 355-1494.

Who’s Who
Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. 
Board of Directors
President ................................................ Jesse Sailer

Vice President....................................Michelle Hintz

Secretary................................................. Kristi Paris

Treasurer ...............................................William Pearce

Friends Rep. ........................................ Elizabeth Jacobs

Library Board Rep. .......................Michael Schaff

Directors
	 Bob Bartosh	 Kathy Nordquist	
	 Sheri Coleman	 Cynthia Norland
	 Nikki Ferderer	 Carol Russell
	 Carolyn Frank	 Patty Sandness
	 Tara Holt	 Joan Severin
	 Ed Klecker	 Peter Smith
	 Mike LaLonde	 Nancy Spilde
	 Thomas Mayer	 Dick Weber		
				  

Executive Director............................Cameo Skager

Administrative Assistant............. Kristi Simenson	

Limited Edition Editor...................Cameo Skager

Library Board of Directors
Joyce Hinman, President
Pat Grantier, Vice President
Bob Bartosh
Michael Schaff
Sue Sorlie

Library Director..................................Christine Kujawa

Library Assistant Director...........Elizabeth Jacobs

Sign up to have your  
newsletter emailed!

If you would prefer to have your  
newsletter emailed to you, please  

send your email address to  
ksimenson@bismarcklibrary.org

Find out what’s happening at the Library and the 
Library Foundation. Like us on Facebook at the following pages: 

•	 Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

•	 Teen Center at Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

•	 Miss Sparkles at Bismarck Veterans Memorial Public Library 

LIKE Bismarck Veterans Memorial  
Public Library on Facebook

The Bismarck Library 
Foundation, Inc., offers several 
different ways to support the 
Library. All memberships 
are tax deductible. Use the 
membership envelope inserted 
in this newsletter and start your 
legacy of Library support. To 

view our membership perks, 
visit bismarcklibrary.org, click 
on Support the Library, then 
Library Foundation. Help the 
Bismarck Veterans Memorial 
Public Library remain an 
amazing place to read, study, 
learn, and grow!

Support your community by 
supporting the Library!
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The Bismarck Library Foundation, Inc. Donors
Donor listing – The Library Foundation, Inc. gratefully acknowledges current members of giving clubs,  

along with all gifts received from November 16, 2017 through May 31, 2018 

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If you find an error in our list, please bring it to our attention.

Novel Club Members - 
$500 Annually 
American Bank Center
Dean Anagnost
David & Myrna Blackstead
Sheri Coleman
Dakota Appraisals & Consulting
	 Joe and Kathy Ibach
Nikki & Wyatt Ferderer
Mary Maichel & Gerald Guler
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
Dr. George Mizell &  
	 Dr. Cheryl Huber
Dennis Murphy
NoDak Sportsmen’s Club
Joan Nordstrom
Kristi & Jack Paris
Bill and Ann Pearce
Carol Russell
Jeffrey & Laura Rust
Bill & Joan Severin
Western Steel & Plumbing

Gold Card Members - 
$250 Annually 
Maggie Barth
Bob Bartosh
Sylvia Burgess
Janis Cheney
Betsy Dalrymple
Kathy Eide
Sherri Field
Carolyn Frank
Dr. Walter Frank
Debra Gallagher
Judge Benny Graff
Donna Hamar
Joyce Hinman
Michelle Hintz
Juanita Hocking
Chuck Iten
Diane Jones
Cindy K. Kavlie
Rita Kelly
Christine Kujawa
Sheryl Maier
Betty Mills
Lois Neff
Kathleen Nordquist

Cynthia Norland
Helen Risen
Kathleen Risch
John Sagsveen
Jesse Sailer
Erik Sakariassen
John Sakariassen
Patty Sandness
Kim Schaff
Don Schmid
Nadeane Silbernagel
Sue Sorlie
Fred Ternes
Dwight Tober
Debbie Traynor
Dick Weber
Susan Wefald
Mona Ziegler

Ben Franklin 100 
Club Members
Bob & Gladys Bain
Baird Law
Bob & Debra Bartosh
Fay & Gerald Behm
David & Sue Bickel
Nancy Brandvik
Ken Breene
Capital Credit Union
Dr. Thomas & Marilyn  
	 Christianson
Jim Christianson
Marla Coffin
Char McLaughlin & Jim Conley
Fay & Lynn Connell
John & Hannelore Davis
Mike & Shawn Deisz
Beth & Keith Demke
Dr. Stan & Peggy Diede
Dr. John & Janet Doerner
Lorraine Dopson &  
	 Dr. Richard Arazi
Michael & Dianne Fladeland
Marilyn Foss
Doug & Vicky Friez
Pam Girard
Marvin & Pat Hager
Roswell & Mary Henke
Connie Hildebrand

Barbara Holwegner
Dr. James & Elizabeth Hughes
Deb Igoe
Dr. Sunanda Jain
Chad & Marie Johnson
George & Janet Jury
M. Peggy Kaldahl
Lon & Dianna Kindseth
Ed Klecker
Bill Knudson
Cathy & Terry Kristensen
Mike & Karen LaLonde
Craig & Shelley Larson
Dr. Gordon & Jackie Leingang
Irene Linseth
Elizabeth Lucas
Thomas & Jan Mayer
Jim & Kay Miller
Brent & Betty Montgomery
Kent & Jane Morrow
Glenn & Debbie Muske
Norene Olson
Pallet Depot, LLC
Kirk & Nancy Pandolfo
Delores Pearce
Petro-Hunt, LLC
David & Sarah Ripley
Burt & Margo Riskedahl
Eugene & Paula Roach
Dr. Ben & Diane Roller
William & Melvina Rogers
James & Eileen Rouse
Kevin & Cheryl Sailer
Rob Schaner
Laura Schmidt-Dockter
Gayle & Larry Schuck
Jan Schultz
Seifert Electric
Dr. Larry Skogen
Irvin & Marsha Smith
Burke & Kay Strothman
Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
Sandy Tabor
Harlan & Kathryn Ternes
Arla R. Teske
Thomas & Sharon Tudor
The Honorable  
	 Gerald W. Vandewalle
VFW – Post 1326
Jim & Pamela Vukelic
Curt & Bev Walth

Alan Wanek
Kurt & Patricia Weinberg
Luke Weinberg
Joy Wezelman
Bill & Trish Whalen
Dr. Peter & Jane White
Timothy & Michelle Wiedrich
Woodmansee’s Inc.

General Fund  
Donations
Gary Anderson
Fred Anstrom
Terry & Janice Daffinrud
Myrna Dahl
Vasiliki Daniolos
Judith Eveler
Falkirk Mining Company
Flash Printing
Carolyn & Dr. Walter Frank
Donald & Marlene Hastings
Rose Marie Henke
Dr. Thomas & Katie Hutchens
Dave & Alice Nix
Jack & Kristi Paris
Harry Pearce
Ken & Debi Rogers
Mike & Kathy Schneider
Duane & Bev Sorby
Robert & Linda Tonolli
Sol & Sybil Wezelman
Christine Wright
Mark Zimmerman

Endowment Gifts
Chuck & Carol Iten
Cynthia & Bob Norland

Page 6 



Memorials to the  
Endowment Fund
In Memory of Dr. Denise Forte 	
	 Pathroff
	 Kathy & Don Nordquist
In Memory of Dr. Pat Fitzpatrick
	 Dr. Wayne & Lois Swenson
In Memory of Esther Wentz
	 G. Kent Ellis
In Memory of Gary Beazley
	 Mary Jane & Dan Schmaltz
In Memory of Gary Mourhess
	 Cynthia & Bob Norland
In Memory of Iris Schoregge
	 Kathy & Don Nordquist
In Memory of Jared Nygaard
	 Michael & Linda Humphris
In Memory of Jean Krenz
	 Cynthia & Bob Norland
In Memory of Lynn Fairfield
	 Valerie & Leland Fischer

	 Claire Lorinser
	 Brian Olson
	 Anna Rathbun &  
	 Tom Weigel Family

Honorariums to the  
Endowment Fund
In Honor of Connie Zahn
	 Paul & Colette Sukut
In Honor of the Wezelman 	
	 Family
	 Clark & Mary Bormann

Grants
Basin Electric Power  
	 Cooperative
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation
Susanne Mattheis Charitable 	
	 Fund

Scheels
Tom & Frances Leach  
	 Foundation
Vernon Library Supplies, Inc.

Special Purpose  
Donations
Orville & Kathleen Eide
Cheryl Gillespie
Tara Holt & Doug Prchal
Jesperson Orthodontics
Pallet Depot, LLC
Dennis Schatz
	 In Memory of Donald & 	
	 Joan Schatz

In-Kind Gifts
Sheri Coleman
Michelle Hintz
Tara Holt
Mike LaLonde
MDU Resources
Kathy Nordquist
Kristi Paris

Spring Event Sponsor
Carolyn & Dr. Walter Frank

Pearce Award Sponsor
Fredrikson & Byron Foundation

BISMARCK - CAPITAL CITY 
MEMORIES

The collection was organized and 
curated by the Library’s Head of 
Reference, Kate Waldera. Kate is 
also president of the Bismarck 
Historical Society. 

Thank you, Kate, and the Bismarck Public Library 
for putting together this amazing resource and 

providing a trip to the past for Bismarck’s citizens.

Check out the new addition to 
the Digital Horizons Database. 
Bismarck – Capital City Memories 
is a collection of about 2,000 scanned 
photos, postcards and slides with 
images of historic Bismarck. You can 
access the database through the 
Library’s website by going to 
Research, Databases, Local History, 
Bismarck – Capital City Memories.
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Teen HQ is a busy joint
Teen HQ continues to be a busy place, with 

many teens and pre-teens using the space on a 
nearly daily basis. Some exciting information was 
recently presented in regard to the use of Teen HQ. 
Attendance at teen events increased by 445 percent 
in 2017, which coincides with the opening of HQ. In 
2017, 1,630 teens attended 96 events. In 2016, there 
were 40 events with only 299 attending.

Another update to be noted: With the increased 
traffic in Teen HQ, a new restroom was desperately 
needed in the Children’s/Teen Library area. We were 
able to use some of the funding raised for the Teen 
Center to add this additional restroom. It can be used 
only by children and teens and they must request a 
key from the Librarian.

Check out these photos to see what was going on 
during one particular day this spring. Every area of 
the space was being used and teens were socializing, 
learning and having fun. Win, win, win!!

Page 8 


